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Trip


: Estonia in Spring / Promotional tour 2010

Period

: Thu13May-Sun16May

Group size

: 3 + 2 pax

Tour leader

: Tarvo Valker 

Arrangement

: Estonian Nature Tours 

Highlights: Bittern, Black Stork, Golden Eagle, Lesser Spotted Eagle, White-tailed Eagle, Black Grouse, Capercaillie, Corncrake, Great Snipe, Whimbrel, White-backed Woodpecker, Three-toed Woodpecker, Grey-headed Woodpecker, Citrine Wagtail, Savi´s Warbler, Penduline Tit, Golden Oriole etc.
1 Thu (13th May)
TALLINN, to Haapsalu 

We will pick up you from Tallinn Airport at ... and drive to the North-West region of Estonia. After check-in and dinner at the local restaurant we will go for an optional Owling session. If we are fortunate we may see (or hear) Ural or even Eagle Owl hunting for small mammals at the forest edge NÕVA VALD (Roosta Bungalows). 
2 Fri (14th May)
PÕÕSASPEA, HAAPSALU & SUTLEPA 

Today we will start from the Põõsaspea (Spitham). NÕVA JA NOAROOTSI VALD, HAAPSALU LINN. This small north-stretching spit deserves to be mentioned as one of the best place for observing the Artic waterbird migration. Tens and hundreds of thousands of Long-Tailed Ducks, Common Scoters and Geese species can be seen during the peak of migration. This place is famous on its divers migration: up to couple of thousands of the Black- And Red-Throated Divers can be seen daily, and also the Yellow-billed Diver can be seen frequently. 

Afterwards we drive to Haapsalu town. It is a special character of the Haapsalu town that from the middle of town and from our hotel balcony or coastal promenade the spectacular view over Haapsalu bay can deliver hundreds of Goldeneye, Coot, Tuffted Duck and many others. The lunch at the promenade restaurant is often interupted by sightings of several exiting birds flying by. and a short rest we will visit the birdtower on the edge of the lake where we have a fantastic view from the top – and should see several White-tailed Eagles, Goosander, Gadwall, Great Crested Grebes, groups of waders etc. We will enjoy a nice lunch at Saare manorhouse and go for an optional excursion listening to the night sounds of the wetlands in Sutlepa (Silma Nature Reserve). This region has many shallow sheltered bays, coastal lagoons, marshlands and reedbeds. These areas are dream staging places for numerous waterbirds (Promenaadi Hotel or Altmõisa Guesthouse).

3 Sat (15th May) 
VARIKU & MATSALU NATIONAL PARK

Today we will travel out in the early morning and enjoy wetlands and heathland forest environment. NÕVA, LIHULA, MARTNA JA RIDALA VALD VALD We hope to be entertained by the bubbling display calls of lekking Black Grouse, whilst other attractions in this area include Capercaillie, Hazel Grouse, Wryneck, and some interesting woodpeckers. After late breakfast and short break we will reach the Matsalu National Park, which is the oldest Ramsar area in Estonia. At times of peak passage over a million diving ducks have been estimated along the coast here, whilst counts of wild swans and Barnacle Geese regularly number tens of thousands. Selection of waders also take advantage of the rich feeding grounds; Ruff, in particular, sometimes occurring in great abundance, the males resplendent in breeding finery. Although these migrants offer some remarkable spectacles, Matsalu is much more than just an avian motorway service station and among the 170 breeding birds recorded from the reserve are species such as Red-necked Grebe, Bittern, Osprey, White-tailed Eagle and Caspian Tern. We also visit Haeska watching tower in northern shore of Matsalu Bay. The record for the highest day list of bird species in Northern Europe was achieved in this region at a similar time of year – more than 100 species by nightfall. We will drive to the Puise peninsula and explore a variety of Põgari-Sassi coastal habitats, then enjoy the fantastic picnic-dinner at Nina farm (Promenaadi Hotel or Altmõisa Guesthouse).
5 Sun (16th May)
to TALLINN, back..

We will return to Tallinn by late morning where we have some free time for the old town before having our last lunch at Kuldse Notsu Tavern (traditional Estonian food!). After the lunch we will drive to the Airport to catch your homeward flight at ... 

Includes:

International tickets, local transportation, guide, all food and accommodation is included in the tour. Accommodation will be in tourist class hotels with private facilities.

Excludes:

Beverages and sauna.  

How to book your place:

In order to book a place on this Promotional tour, you will need to apply by e-mail info@naturetours.ee
 or by phone +372 5349 6695 as soon as possible. 

Welcome to Estonia,

Läänemaa Tourism Association
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