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a shelter for Western Taiga Forest birds

Estonia -

Tarvo Valker

Some intresting facts about 
Estonia:

With an area 45,000 sq km. Estonia is larger than Denmark. 
Slovenia, Switzerland or Holland.

Estonian population is one of the smallest in the Europe (1.3 million), 
a density of only 30 people per sq. km.

About 50% of the Estonian surface  is covered with forests – only Sweden,
Finland and Slovenia are more wooded countries in the Europe!

The density of Brown Bears and Lynxes living in Estonia, is one of the highest
in whole Europe!

Beside Estonia, Western Taiga forests in Europe can only be 
found in Sweden, Finland, Russia and to a small ext ent 
in Lithuania

10% of the Estonian forests are under strict protec tion!

Pine forests, covering 40% of the woodlands, 
are the most common type of forest in Estonia

Forest birds have often eastern distribution:

Distribution of Grey-headed
Woodpecker (on the top) 
and Ural Owl (below):
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A land of 8 
species of 

Woodpeckers

Three-toad 
Woodpecker

1998-2003             2000-3000 pairs
2003-2008 3000-5000 pairs

White-backed Woodpecker
Estonia

Bulgaria

Poland

Finland

Sweden
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Breeding population of 
White-backed Woodpecker in 
Estonia and in other countries
In Europe (according to „Birds 
in Europe“/ Birdlife International) �



3

Grey-headed 
Woodpecker

Pygmy Owl

600 – 1200 breeding pairs
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Ural Owl

Ural Owl
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Breeding population of Ural Owl in Estonia and in o ther 
Europe countries (according to Birds in Europe / Birdlife International)�
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Capercaillie Hazel Grouse

Nutcracker

Some declining forest bird 
populations
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Reasons for declines

� Active woodcutting during 1990-s – habitat loss for many 
species! 

� Increasing numbers of predators, especially Pine Ma rtin 
and Racoon Dog. 

� Migratory species suffering during migration

� Unknown nesting sites

� Unanswered questions – unknown reasons

Black Stork

1980 – 250 breeding pairs
2005 – 80 breeding pairs

Goshawk

400-600 pairs
Decline during last 15 years has been 50%!

There are also healthy populations 
of mammals in Estonia

150 – 200 Wolves 800-1000 Lynxes
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550-600 Brown Bears 14 000 Elks

14 000 Beavers Suggestion for planning the trip 
to see forest birds

� Best time for Owls (March&April)�

� Best time for Woodpeckers (mid March-early May)�

� Many woodpeckers can be seen also in the autumn during 
invasion (September-October)�

� When the number of rodents are low, Owls can be seen hunting 
in the daylight (November-February)�

Some reasons why you should 
visit Estonia:

� 8 species of Woodpeckers

� Ural, Tengmal`s and Pygmy Owl, Hazel Hen, Black Grouse, 
Lesser Spotted Eagle...

� Small region with huge birdlist

� Flocks of Steller`s Eiders in their wintering grounds

� Brown Bear, Lynx, Wolf, Beaver, Elk and Flying Squirrel 
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Any questions?


